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 hat a wonderful summer 
we've just had!  Providing of 

course that you are one of the sun-
worshippers who love to lie in the 

sun and soak up the heat.  For me 
I'm afraid it was a little too hot for 

that, but I still enjoyed being out 
and about when possible.  Apart 
from being surprisingly busy with 
work, with my daughter’s help we   
managed to make a vegetable   

garden within what was a mono-
culture lawn, very green but also 
boring and not very useful  except 

for sitting and contemplating the 
world.  The ‘veggie garden’ has 
done us proud and we've just    

finished bottling our final crop of 
green beans! 

     We have grown stuff before and 
enjoyed eating what we produced 
but this is the first time we've been 

able to save some for later, it's  
always been in  'plant-to-mouth'   
quantities.  Maybe it was the 
weather, or maybe the new garden, 

but we've got a lot of food saved 
for the winter and looking forward 
to trying some of it.  Freezing the 
ten pounds of blackberries that 

came out of the garden hedge set 
me thinking about my mum and her 
jam.  When I was small there was 

no sugar for jam, we were still on 
short rations after the Second 
World War, but later mum made 
blackberry and apple pies from the 
fruit we would pick in the clean 

hedgerows.  Today's hedgerows are 

polluted by diesel and petrol fumes 
as are the elderberries we collected 
for a wine made by a neighbour. 

     Like many people of my age (73 
now!)  I never had to make jam so  

I never learned.  Ours was the  
generation which grew accustomed 
to going to the supermarket for 

things we needed.  Not all of us of 
course, but many like me, have 
never in their lives tried to make 

jam because it was too easy not to 
bother.  This year for the first time 
I've made jam, and surprisingly, 
enjoyed doing it! 

     After the First World War I think 
that a lot of knowledge was lost.  

Spinning and weaving had already 
declined even as personal skills, but 

other things too began to fade in 
importance.  Though working class 
families like mine still used many 
old remedies for illness, there was a 

better knowledge of medicine for 
those who could afford it, better 
working conditions, and education 
for all.  Women were more        

independently-minded though not 
truly independent! 

     The Second World War brought 

us jet planes and the atom bomb as 
well as penicillin, the NHS, and the 
Welfare State.  War has often been 
the trigger for beneficial inventions 
and discoveries as well as new 

ways to kill each other.  One thing 
that I've been mulling over is the 
amount of knowledge we lose as 
each new invention is introduced 
and becomes the norm for the   
following generations.  At school I 

was taught (unsuccessfully) to knit 
and sew as well as cook, sing, and 

draw.  These were all in addition to 
the three 'Rs'.  I'm not saying that 
all children should still be taught 
these things at school but I have 
been shocked at how few children 

know how to knit, for example!   

EDITORIAL 
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West Yorkshire History Centre 

Wakefield Archive Service  

127 Kirkgate 

Wakefield 

WF1 1JG 

: 01924 782030  

Email: wakefield@wyjs.org.uk 

 

Opening hours 

Monday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Tuesday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Thursday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Friday 9.30am-5.00pm 

I taught a seven year old boy how 
to knit just a few years ago and he 
still enjoys doing it. 

     These are minor skills.  But how 
many people can still spin yarn to 
weave into cloth?  How many can 

milk a cow?  How much knowledge 
of basic production methods has 

been lost due to the great leaps 
forward we made after the two 
most devastating wars in history?  
If we didn't have electric power how 

would most of us cook our food? How 
would I save my frozen black-
berries for Christmas?  The men and 
women of past generations would 

have had an answer, even if it was 
only “don't bother to try; there'll be 
more next year!” 

     Enjoy the coming autumn (or 

spring if you aren't in the UK) and 
have a very happy Christmas. 

Maggie Bennett 
Erant Editor 

KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 

The London Group of Yorkshire FHS. 

     Programme of events - 2018 

(This may be interest to those 

members who live in or near London 

as the society is, by its nature, very 

London centric, those of us north of 

Watford may well struggle although 

some events are held in Manchester.) 

17th November 2018 

 John Hanson One Name One Place  

Meetings are held at the Society of  

Genealogists, 14, Charterhouse 

Buildings, Goswell Road, London 

EC1M 7BA. Starting at 10:30am.  

Ancestry 

     In July I received  an update 

regarding an article on: 

Brick Wall Solutions 

which was originally published on  

February 20th 2018. This is of    

special relevance to me as I am still 

researching my family tree and, at 

the time of writing, have a great, 

great grandad aged 10 who lived in 

Wiltshire and France at the same 

time! 

The Federation of Family History 

Societies (FFHS) 

     I receive monthly FFHS updates.  

Of special interest to you may be 

an article on: 

The Non-Conformist Movement 

(May issue.) 

Genealogy in the 1600’s 

(July issue.)  

     Please contact me if you would 

like a copy of these articles. 

Margaret Williams 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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MEMBERS’ FEEDBACK AND QUERIES 

Hello Jeff, 

 n volume 26, no. 3 edition of 

Domus Historiae, Maggie Bennett 

asked if there were more Lord 

Wharton Bibles tucked away.  I 

have one which was presented to my 

late wife, Glennis, (née Marples,) 

on 16th May, 1948, at the former 

Heelis Street Chapel.  Her elder 

sister, Thelma, also has her copy, 

which was presented to her on 28th 

September, 1947.  Good luck with 

the search. 

Best wishes, 

Derek Walker 

Member 1500 

his forebears; it was just at the end 

of the street.  I know little about 

the mine, not even its name; it was 

always known to me as The Pit, 

along with its slag heaps around it.  

Most of the aunts, uncles and  

cousins lived on the same side of 

the same street; visiting from one 

house to another was great fun for 

me as a child! 

     Sadly, my grandmother died 

from TB when she was forty and I 

never knew her, my grandfather 

married again a few years later.  I 

recently had a DNA test through 

Ancestry and discovered the grand-

son of my mother's oldest brother, 

as often happens we had lost touch 

with his family. 

     My parents followed us to    

Australia when my father retired 

and I was fortunate enough to 

bring my mother to England for a 

visit in 1994.  We spent some time 

in Goldthorpe with her sister and 

she was able to show me where she 

went to school, played, and got her 

first job, not to mention the      

relatives she found!  As I'd only just 

taken up Family History I found her 

stories fascinating.  Even up to her 

death when she was 96 she still 

had great memories of the old days 

and Beever Street. 

     If James M Pashley is willing to 

contact me we may find we are  

related and that would be a bonus! 

Barbara Alderton 

Member 1850 

Image of grandparents, Beever 

Street house on back cover. 

 

Dear Editor, 

I  read with interest the article 

concerning the history of Beever 

Lane and also noted that it was 

written by James Pashley.  My 

mother, SELINA PASHLEY was born 

in Goldthorpe, West Riding of Yorkshire 

in 1911 and lived in Beever Street 

until she left home at 14.  Her    

parents were Charles and Dora  

Alice and I managed to trace my 

mother's tree back to the mid-

1700s. 

     Living in Doncaster as a child I 

visited my grandparents often and 

loved their 'Two-up and Two-down' 

house with the toilet at the end of 

the backyard.  Although there were 

nine children in the family the older 

ones had already left home by the 

time my mother came along. 

     My grandfather worked down 

the pit as a hewer, as did most of  

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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Dear Editor, 

  would like to thank the organisers 

of the trip to Ryedale Folk      

Museum.  It was a comfortable 

journey and the museum was very 

interesting. 

     Most of all I enjoyed the friendly 

company on the tour around the 

museum and sitting outside at the 

café chatting. 

Many thanks, 

Joyce Sokell 

Member 28 

Dear Editor, 

M y great 3x grandfather and 

family lived in Silkstone at the 

time of the 1841 census. I visited 
Silkstone for the first time, recently 

and was keen to inspect Dawson 

Wall, where they lived.  The few 
locals I spoke to were baffled.  So I 

thought I'd seek help through 

BFHS.  

     Would you be able to publicise 

my question, please? 

     I live in Surrey, so a lot of my 

family history is done remotely. 

Thank you. 

Rob Fairhurst 
Member 1854      

Dear Editor,  

  wonder if any of our members 

can answer a question for me.  I 

recently obtained a copy of a Birth   

Certificate for one of my ancestors 

who was born in Leeds on 27th   

N o v e m b e r  1 8 9 4 ,  t o  a n                 

unmarried mother. 

     In  column 2  "Name, if any" it 

says William Arthur, but in the last 

column (10) "Name entered after 

registration" it says Leonard (on 

Certificate of naming). 

     Can anyone tell me what a 

'Certificate of naming' was and if 

a record of such documents       

currently exists, please? He was 

brought up by his mother's parents, 

and was always known as Leonard.  

     I'm sure someone else will have 

come across this situation and 

would welcome their help.  

Many thanks. 

Yours, 

Lewis W. Cowen 

 Member 1298  

Dear Jeff, 

  would l ike detai ls of, 

neighbours of the Wortley's at 

Lord Street, Pontefract Road, 

Hoyle Mill, although in the 1901 

census it states Ardsley which has 

thrown me off track.  I need to 

find out if the church nearby to 

Lord Street may have been their 

'local' church.  Basically I am trying 

to track down my great Grand-

father William Wortley record of 

death.  

     He and his family move from 

York sometime after 1891      

presumably for work at a local 

glass works as he was at a glass-

works in York in 1891.  He is still 

a glass-worker in the 1901     

census as is his son, my grand-

father, William Wortley.  In the 1911 

census his wife and family are 

back in York, his wife by this time 

is a widow.   

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Please direct responses to the editor, who will forward them 

to the member, and also post replies in a future issue of the 

journal. 

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

     There appears to be no record of William Wortley’s death on the usual 

sources, hence me joining your society.  

     Another mystery recorded on the 1911 census is 'grand-daughter     

Bertha Wortley, 8, born Barnsley', again no record of her birth, apart from 

her appearing in a wedding photograph of 1918, I have no further details.   

     Also Williams daughter Isabella, 12, is a servant to a neighbours family 

(Edward Sewley?) in Lord Street in 1901.  

     Any advise on where to start would be gratefully received as reading 

through the Guide looks quite daunting and complicated but comprehensive. 

Regards, 

John Grant 
Member 1875 

W. MOSLEY 

Cheese, Bacon, Lard, Butter,  

and Sausage Dealer. 

Fresh Pork Pies Three Times a Week. 

24, Sheffield Road, Barnsley. 

J. RAYNOR’S EATING HOUSE 

12 Queen Street, Barnsley.  

Parties from the Country visiting Barnsley on Court 

or Market Day, or other public occasions , will find 

every accommodation at the above house. 

A plentiful supply of Hot Joints 12 to 5. 

TEA AND COFFEE ALWAYS READY. 

Ales, Porters, Bottled and Draught, Bitter,  

etc., etc.,  on Moderate terms. 

Barnsley Chronicle, 20th November, 1858. 
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the Groups Co-ordinator at Ryedale, 
and Oakleaf Coaches, I quickly 

sorted out the basic logistics then 

waited for 2018.  As our dreadful 
winter and thoroughly wet, miserable 

so-called spring continued interminably 

it could be said that a few doubts 
were expressed.  Anyway, it came 

to pass that the weather gods on 

July 11th decreed a continuation of 

the glorious summer we have been 

having so twenty-seven intrepid 

souls boarded the coach for Ryedale.  
John Westerman, our Chair, and his 

spreadsheet made sure that everyone 

was present and correct at 9:15am! 

     Two hours later we made it to 

Hutton-le Hole, Kirsty gave us a 

quick introduction to the site then 

the time was our own till 4:30pm.  

Everyone in the group was free to 

wander as they wished.  It was a 

real plus point that a group of  

longswordsmen and women were  

RYEDALE FOLK MUSEUM - VISIT REPORT 

 his story starts on Tuesday  
October 3rd 2017 when, at a 

Committee Meeting, the comment 

was passed about possibly organising 
a day’s visit in summer 2018 to 

‘somewhere’ that may have a tenuous 

link to history.  

     After sifting through a, (quite 

short), list of options it was decided 

to go to the Ryedale Folk Museum.  

I understand several members have 

visited before but much has changed 
since, both in personnel and at the 

Museum itself.  The site is easily 

accessible for disabled people with free 
wheelchairs bookable in advance.  

You can go in and out of the      

Museum all day as you wish       
discounts are available at two local 

cafes, the pub next door and there 

are plenty of places to sit and relax 
in a beautiful setting, weather   

permitting.  What’s not to like? 

     Liaising with Kirsty Holtby, the  

Barnsley FHS visit to Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton-le-Hole. 
Wednesday July 11th 2018. 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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visiting that day - Kirsty had given 
us advance notice of this -  they 

had agreed to perform a short 

demonstration at 11:15am so that 
was the first port of call for most of 

us.  The whole museum site itself is 

grassy with several footpaths to the 
various buildings so that watching 

the group perform on grass in front 

of medieval buildings gave a vivid 
portrait of aspects of village life in 

England centuries ago.  What a 

treat is was! 

     The whole purpose of the     

Museum is to paint a picture of life 
in Ryedale as it was lived down the 

centuries.  The six acre grassed site 

contains twenty heritage buildings; 
many of these have been rescued 

from the surrounding area and rebuilt: 

     Each building contains many 
artefacts which would have been 

intrinsic to life in that building; you 

can handle them and see the usage 
that they have had.  This is no 

place that puts its treasures behind 

glass cases, its aim is to; literally, 
give you a feel on lifestyles that 

have disappeared. 

     It has been recently discovered 

that glass was made in Ryedale in 

the 15th century – illegally! 

     Glass in the 15th to 18th-century 

was a very expensive   commodity 
and difficult to obtain unless you 

were well-connected with deep 

pockets.  The Rosedale Glass     
Furnace was excavated then rebuilt 

on the site.  I find something     

almost magical and surreal about 
seeing and touching (illegal) artefacts 

from so long ago.  It appears that 

glassmaking was very lucrative and 

thrived in the hidden valleys of the 

dales.  As with all exhibits there is 

plenty of information that is very 
easy to understand.  Documentation 

of all the exhibits is excellent. 

     Although I’m no Monty Don, I 
really enjoyed looking around 
kitchen gardens outside the Victorian 

thatched cottage with herbs and 
vegetables grown in the way they 
used to be.  Real efforts have been 

made with the traditionally managed 
cornfield with over forty species of 
flowers, in the warmth and the  
sunshine it was a real gem.  No 
weedkillers here!  A wonderful half 

hour was spent sitting in the     
sunshine just contemplating the 

site and enjoying the sights and 
smells of the place. 

     You have to walk to the top of 
the site but it is well worth doing as  

 

  An Iron Age Roundhouse, one of 

the more recent acquisitions, where 

reconstructions of life in Ryedale are 

held as well as one off events that you 

can buy tickets for.  

  A Medieval Crofter’s Cottage. 

  A Thatched Elizabethan Manor house. 

  An 18th-century thatched cottage, 

complete with rare wooden witch post. 

  A Victorian thatched cottage with a 

dairy, wash-house and living quarters.  

(One of my favourite exhibits as you 

feel so close to life in Victorian times, 

the cramped conditions, 8 family 

members in one bedroom, makes you 

thankful for 21st-century mod cons.) 

  Traditional workshops of a black-

smith, cobbler, wheelwright, cooper, 

saddler, carpenter and tinsmith. 

  1950’s villages shop and chemist 

where you can buy traditional boiled 

sweets – pear drops, humbugs, anyone? 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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a walk there’s a well signed two 
mile trek to Lastingham, just don’t 

forget you’ve to walk the two miles 

back! 

     We had a special group discount 

but it only costs £7.95 per adult, 
with £6.95 for concessions and you 

can use this to visit free for a year. 

     Although the distance may be 

off-putting as the nights grow 

darker there are two free events 

before Christmas: 

Yuletide Museum at Night Friday 

November 30th 5pm-7pm  

includes mulled wine and mince pies. 

A Victorian Christmas Saturday 1st 

and Sunday 2nd December 10am-4pm 

Contact: 

info@ryedalefolkmuseum.co.uk   

 01751-417367 Postcode YO62 6UA 

     We finally got back about 6pm, 

quite tired but, without exception; 

everyone had really enjoyed a great 
day out.  As we got off the coach 

two people asked me where we 

might be going next year! 

     Any suggestions, anyone? 

Margaret E. Williams 

there is also an orchard and farming 
area with rare breed pigs, sheep 

and chickens.  The footpath between 

the two is a little overgrown in 
places which suggest that not many 

explorers get that far, especially if 

you have impaired mobility.  (There 
is an easier way to get to it, some-

thing I discovered after traipsing 

through foliage.) 

     There is so much to see that 

you need to keep recharging your 
batteries with coffee, cakes and 

snacks.  The Museum does not 

have a café as it offers discounts 
that support the cafes and pub in 

the village, boosting the local economy.  

Two cafes and the Crown pub, 
which was open all day when we 

went, are next door to the museum 

as I said.  A recommendation from 
my sister is the giant toasted     

teacake at The Barn Tearooms and 

Guest House – she got a sticker for 

finishing it! 

     It is well worth just wandering 
round Hutton-le-Hole, it doesn’t 

take long although it does have 

some sloping areas, especially 
down to the stream.  If you go   

under your own steam and feel like  

The Sheffield Daily Independent, 23rd June 1922 

ESTAB. 
1864. 
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 s I start writing this report I 
realise that I may be at risk of 

repeating myself as similar events 
and communications arrive with the 

same regularity throughout the 
year.  My apologies if this is the case. 

     You may have noticed that I 
have finally got my report to contain 

events for just the preceding three 
month period, hopefully, this will 
now be the norm. 

     The Committee has only held 
one meeting, on Tuesday June 5th. 

Meetings are usually held every two 

months on the first Tuesday of the 
month.  Elaine Jackson, Membership 
Secretary was able to report that mem-
bership is up on the 2017 figures.  John 
Westerman is Acting Treasurer, he was 

able to inform the Committee of a 
healthy bank balance.  The Committee, 
currently, is missing two general 

members plus the Treasurer’s role 
and Journal Editor’s role are vacant. 
You will notice from the list of Society 
Officers and Committee that several 

people are fulfilling dual roles.  Is 
any member out there with the  
enthusiasm to undertake any of 
these roles?  There is lots of support 

and encouragement available as I 
can vouch for when I volunteered to 
undertake the General Secretary’s 

role.  The Committee are unfailingly 
supportive so could you be         
persuaded to join us?  Please     
contact me or John Westerman if 
you think you may be able to offer 

your services to BFHS, all contact 

details are on the inside cover of 
the journal. 

     At the June meeting, BFHS   
attendance at local Family History 
fairs was discussed.  It was felt that 
now the ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ 

(WDYTYA) was no longer happening 
we ought to support more local 
fairs.  The downside to this, is that 
many History Fairs have morphed 

into Craft Fairs.  BFHS decided to 
attend the Sheffield FHS on Saturday 
June 9th.  Sadly, this fair was not 

supported by many attendees, the 
time and effort that went into    
collating CDs, books and pamphlets 

was not well rewarded.  It may be 
time for a re-think. 

     The main focus for BFHS this 
quarter was the trip to Ryedale Folk 

Museum, Hutton-le-Hole on 

Wednesday July 11th.  The event 
was not supported by as many 
members as we had hoped but, 
nevertheless, it was a great day out 
with fantastic weather – I think we 
may have struggled to fill the day if 

it had rained. 

     As far as BFHS searches and the 
library are concerned, Elaine Lewis 
and Kathryn Webster receive     
requests for help, quite a few of 

these are from non-members.  
Many of the requests do not have 
enough information for a search 
some only offer a name so Sam or 

Samuels is not over helpful. 

     I am writing this towards the end 

of August, the summer period is a 
particularly fallow time for Family 
History as you can probably deduce 
from this report.  I’ve noticed that 
the trees are already beginning to 

turn so we can all look forward to 

an early Autumn, possibly. 

     I hope to see you at the     
Members’ meeting on Tuesday,   
October 16th at Buckley Street. 

     My very best wishes to you all, 

Margaret E. Williams 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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 he only evening in the week 
when I went out was on    

Tuesdays to the Christian Endeavour1 

meeting; for I had at least two 
hours homework to do each      

evening for pupil teachers’ exams. 

On Saturday mornings I went to 
Grandma Brotton’s to kneel and 

wash her kitchen floor and steps; 

for this she always gave me a    
sixpence. At Easter time I went to 

scrub her bedroom floors; she used 

to cook me a kipper for my tea. 

     Grandma Taylor was a martyr to 

rheumatism. She often went to 

Askern Spa to take the waters; I 

remember going with her on one 
occasion. She also took me to   

Scarborough and to Bridlington  

several times. She had two daughters 
at home to do her chores.2 They 

had their friends to skate on the 

frozen pond in winter and to a large    
bonfire on November 5th. 

     Grandpa always went to the 

October Fair in Church Field. He 

would bring us a coconut and a 
long stick of liquorice. Once he   

returned with gypsies leading a  

piebald pony. Father stood in the 

middle of the yard with a long leading 

reign while the pony showed its 

paces, breaking it in. They were 
both good judges of horseflesh. 

    I remember the first tomatoes 

coming to this country - another 

scholar was eating it as if it was a 

pear. 

    At a Christmas social for        

Endeavourers I was introduced by 

Father’s sister Emily to Marshall 
Clegg,3 the younger brother of 

Jonas4 whom Emily afterwards married.  

He had seen me before, washing  

Grandma’s steps. In the following 
Spring he overtook and walked 

along the street with me as I was 

wheeling a baby chair with Clarice 
in it. 

    Mother’s elder sister lived in Hull 

with her two daughters,5 they had 

very sharp tongues, and rubbed it 
in to me (while on a visit to them) 

that I was too fat. Slowly but surely 

I tried to slim to such an extent 
that I became ill for about a year.  

    In the summer of 1897 Queen 

Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee was the 

highlight. All scholars walked to 
Church Field to sing patriotic songs. 

The heat was terrific. At various 

points tea was served, with a bun 
and a medal. 

     In 1898 at the age of 18, I was 

baptised and became a Church 

member. In the same year Emily 
and Jonas were married. I was their 

bridesmaid. The Boer war was raging 

in South Africa. The siege of Ladysmith 
was distressing to us all. 

     During my three years as a  

pupil-teacher, the headmistress (a 

martinet), had prepared me for 

each year’s exam, which I had 

passed, but the fourth year I came 

under the tuition of Mr England, 
with the others in the town. We 

went to his school two evenings a 

week and on Saturday mornings. I 
set myself to get a First Class. He 

should have told me I could not 

possibly do so without French and 
Art. I passed, but not First Class; 

then, seeing my disappointment he 

told me - but the harm had been 
done. This and the slimming 

brought on a nervous breakdown. 

MEMORIES OF A VICTORIAN GIRLHOOD: PART TWO 
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     That last exam, the ‘Queen’s 
Scholarship’6 lasted from Monday to 

Friday in the Church Institute,  

Sheffield. The weather was wretched, 
snow and frost, with a howling wind 

blowing through double doors which 

would not stay shut. I was nearest 
to them: as we sat in alphabetical  

order the inspector in charge said 

he could not move me. 

     I stayed on the staff of Agnes 
Road School; my salary was just 

under £3 per month. At this stage I 

began to read non-fiction books. 
We had no theatre in the town but 

a large public Hall where we had a 

yearly St Cecilia Concert when Mr 
Henry Burnett (cello) and Father 

(violin) augmented the small     

orchestra. I saw the Christy      
Minstrels there and the Magic    

Lantern. One Saturday Matinee   

Father took me to see and hear ‘Il 
Travatore’, an opera with music of 

which he was fond. I always      

enjoyed hearing him play with   
Uncle Albert7 at the piano. 

     Queen Victoria died in January 

1901 and the Boer war ended.   

Father had built two houses in   
Upper Sheffield Road and to these 

we removed.8  I had a half hour’s 

walk to school - morning and    
evening - no trams in those days.  

At Agnes Pit Yard the chimney and 

cupola were razed to the ground, 
the pond filled and two streets of 

houses were built in the pit yard.  

     One Sunday night after service, 

Marshall told me he did not want to 
stay on at the mill where he was a 

wood turner - he wanted business, 

not one shop but many - and if he 
made money he would like to build 

a children’s home. George Burnett9  

had just told him that when he and  

his brother Henry could afford it 

they would have Marshall as an  
assistant.  

     Their mother had a wallpaper 

shop on Market Hill, and had 

opened one opposite the Corn    
Exchange in Leeds for her two sons. 

This chance duly came early in 

1902, they offered Marshall 25s per 
week with a 5s rise when he     

married (and 35s when Henry was 

born).9 Although he was earning 
over £3 per week at the mill he 

jumped at the chance and left 

Barnsley. 

     Marshall got lodgings in the  
Burley Road district but was not 

very comfortable - shops kept open 

until 10pm on Saturdays, and no 
half days. Both of us had been saving 

for some time. We each had £25; 

this we pooled to buy furniture for a 
new back-to-back house in Conway 

Mount. We were married in the 

Baptist Church Barnsley on October 
6th 1902 by the Rev. David Lyndsay. 

Amy Clegg 

March 1960  

Bardsey 
Additional details 

     Another son, Donald born in 

1912, completed Marshall and Amy’s 

family. The business they started 
together in 1907, and built up with 

their joint efforts and hard work did 

indeed have many shops, 60 at its 
height. It was called ‘The West Riding 

Wallpaper Company’ and was based 

in Trinity Street, Leeds. Its prosperity 

enabled them to put their Baptist 

faith into action with numerous philan-

thropic projects, including a Mother 
and Baby home. Marshall became a 

Labour councillor for Kirkstall Ward 

in Leeds, and an Alderman.  
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7. Albert Taylor, (see note 10):     
although originally following the 
family’s traditional trade of stone-
mason, was shown as a music 
teacher in the 1901 and 1911 census. 

8. Darlet Bank:  23 Sheffield Road, 
Barnsley and probably number 21 
too. 

9. George and Henry Burnett: (I    
assume that Henry is the cello 
player mentioned earlier). Censuses 
indicate that their father George 
had started the house-painting 
business and both sons became 
wallpaper dealers in their own right. 

10. William Henry Taylor Clegg: Born 30 
January 1905 was the first child of 
Marshall and Amy. He died in 1970. 

NOTES 

1. An evangelical society promoting 

Christian activities founded in the 
USA in 1881 but spread worldwide. 

2. Emily and Sarah Elizabeth Taylor: 
1891 census shows both still single 
and living with parents in Agnes 
House, Agnes Pit Yard.  

3. Marshall Clegg: Born 7 June1878 

Hebden Bridge, Died 14 November 
1947 Leeds. A bobbin turner before 
becoming a wallpaper dealer.    
According to biographical notes of 
his younger son Donald Clegg,  
Marshall and his family moved to 
Barnsley in search of better work in 
about 1893. 

4. Jonas Clegg: one of Marshall’s 
brothers, born about 1872. Married 
Emily Taylor 1897. 

5. Emma Whitham (nee Brotton):  

Married George Whitham 1877, 
1891 census shows couple living in 
Hull with their daughters Ada and 
Annie. 1901 census shows girls are 
both music teachers. 

6. Pupil-teachers could take the 

‘Queen’s Scholarship’ examination 
at age 18. Successful entrants had 
the opportunity to attend training 
colleges for two or three years. 

     I would be pleased to hear 
from anyone with additional    

information about any of the 

people, or places in my grand-
mother’s narrative, I can be 

contacted by e-mail via the    

Editor of the Barnsley FHS Journal: 

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

© 2018 Anne-Marie Clegg 

THE BARNSLEY PALS COLOURS 

AND CENTENARY OF THE ARMISTICE  

SPECIAL EVENT AT ST MARY’S CHURCH, BARNSLEY 

SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2018 - DETAILS TO BE CONFIRMED 

I am working with Rev. Canon Stephen Race and PCC to raise funds to 
commission reproductions of the two Colours, to create an exhibition 
about their history and produce a commemorative  booklet with WW1 
timeline and map for Remembrance.  If anyone would like to be involved 
or to support this important WW1 heritage project please contact me 
directly ASAP.  I will be writing regular updates for ‘Barnsley Chronicle’.  

 Jane Ainsworth 
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 ale of the Manor or Royalty of 

Royston, and of the Manor 

Close, containing 6A. 1R. 23P., 

(2.59 hectares,) or thereabouts, 

formally part of the Crown Duchy of 

Lancaster. 

     To be sold by auction, by 

Messrs. Lancaster & Son, at the 

Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Wednesday 

the thirtieth day of July 1873, at 

three o’clock in the afternoon. 

     All that the Manor or Royalty of 

Royston, in the county of York; and 

also all that Close of Land known as 

the “Lord Verney” or “Manor Close,” 

situate in the manor or township of 

Royston, and bounded on the south 

by Common Lane, on the east by 

Green Lane, on the north by property 

belonging to John FLETCHER, Esq., 

and on the west by property now or 

lately belonging to J. STOCKS, Esq. 

     The close land is believed to 

contain the well-known, “Barnsley,” 

“Woodmoor,” and other valuable 

beds of coal.  The Barnsley and 

Woodmoor seams of coal have   

recently been sunk to and proved in 

the adjoining township of Carlton, 

and found to be of the usual    

thickness and quality. 

     The township of Royston     

comprises about 1000 acres, and is 

situate about three miles from 

Barnsley, six miles from Wakefield, 

having a station on the Midland 

Railway. 

     Fur the r  information and         

particulars may be obtained of W. 

BAYLDON, Esq., Surgeon, Batley;  

SALES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED 

John ARNOLD, Esq., 6, Fennel 

Street, Manchester; Mr. Rowland 

CHILDE, Mineral  Surveyor ,     

Wakefield; Messrs. Holtom and 

Connon, Surveyors, Dewsbury; 

Messrs. Lancaster & Son, Barnsley; 

or at the offices of Chas. WALKER, 

Solicitor, Dewsbury, and 5        

Serjeants’ Inn, Temple, London.1 

 ale of valuable freehold property.  

To be sold by auction, by 

Messrs. Lancaster & Son, at the 

Royal Hotel, Barnsley, on Wednesday 

the thirtieth day of July 1873, at 

three o’clock in the afternoon, 

punctually in one lot, or in the   

following or such other lots as may 

be determined upon at the time of 

sale, and subject to conditions to 

be then produced. 

     The following freehold property, 

situate in the township of Royston, 

in the County of York. 

Viz: 

Lot 1.  All that substantial dwelling-

house, known as “Royston House”, 

or “The Manor House,” with the out

-buildings, barns, stables, folds, 

fold yards, stack garth, orchards 

and gardens; also three closes of 

land, known as “The Croft.”  “The 

Low Croft,” “The Summer Lane 

Close,” and containing in the whole   

11A. 39P. (4.55 hectares) 

Lot 2. A close of land called “The 

Dyatt Ings.”                         

6A. 1P. (2.43 hectares) 

Lot 3. A close of land, adjoining the 

Back Lane, called “The Nether 

Croft.”  

2A. 3R. 3P. (1.12 hectares) 
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of the main line of the Midland Railway. 

     The minerals lying under the 

estate are believed to comprise the 

following beds and seams of coal, 

namely: The “Woodmoor Bed,” 

“The Winter Bed,” “The Barnsley 

Bed,” The Swallow Wood Bed,” 

“The Flockton Beds,” The Park 

Gate,” and “The Silkstone Beds;” 

and also the seams of coal and 

ironstone which are at present   

being worked in the adjoining town-

ship of Carlton, and found to be of 

the usual thickness and quality. 

     Many of the lots are suitable for 

building sites and garden land,  

having a rich and fertile soil. 

     Plans of the property may be 

had, and further information      

obtained of W. BAYLDON, Esq., 

Surgeon, Batley; John ARNOLD, 

Esq., 6, Fennel Street, Manchester; 

Mr. Rowland CHILDE, Mineral    

Surveyor, Wakefield; Messrs.    

Holtom and Connon, Surveyors, 

Dewsbury; Messrs. Lancaster & 

Son, Barnsley; or at the offices of 

Chas. WALKER, Solicitor, Dewsbury, 

and 5 Serjeants’ Inn, Temple,   

London.2 

1  Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 

26th July, 1873. 

2  Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 

26th July, 1873. 

 

A = acres 

R = roods 

P = perches 

 

Jeff Chambers 

Lot 4. Two closes of land, called 

“The Upper Well Field,” and “The 

Lower well Field.”  

11A. 2R. 3P. (4.66 hectares) 

Lot 5. Two closes of land, called 

“The Far Cross Gate Nook,” and 

“The Little Cross Gate Nook.”  

9A. 3R. 36P. (4.04 hectares) 

Lot 6. A close of land, called “The 

Great Close.”  

11A. 1R. 17P. (4.60 hectares) 

Lot 7. A close of land, called 

“Matson’s Common.”  

5A. 2R. 32P.  (2.31 hectares) 

Lot 8. Three closes of land, called 

“The Robin Hood Close,”  “The 

Coldwell Close,” and “Smith Close.”  

12A. 2P. *4.86 hectares) 

Lot 9. A close of land, called “Little 

Coldwell Field.”  

3A. 3R. 10P. (1.54 hectares) 

Lot 10. A close of land, called “The 

Hall Field.”  

4A. 28P. (1.69 hectares) 

Lot 11. Two closes of land, called 

“West Field Close,” and “Half Acre.” 

 6A. 1R. 3P. (2.54 hectares) 

Lot 12. A close of land, called “The 

Near Carr Close.”  

4A. 16P. (1.66 hectares) 

Lot 13. A close of land, called “The 

Upper Close.”  

3A. 17R. 7P. (2.95 hectares) 

Lot 14. Two closes of land, called 

“The Galway Far Close,” and “The 

Galway New Close.”  

7A. 2R. 32P. (3.12 hectares) 

     The above property is in close 

proximity to the Wakefield and 

Barnsley Canal and the Royston station  
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MORE ON THE DUNCAN FAMILY 

 s you may note from my   

membership number, I've been 

a member of Barnsley Family     

History Society for over twenty 

years and still have an active interest 

in genealogy.  I have written a number 

of articles about my Yorkshire    

ancestors, not only my relatives 

Barnsley but also those in Sheffield, 

Leeds, and Morley.  I still keep   

discovering new information and 

material. 

     I recently found this wedding 
photograph of a long-lost relative, 
Edgar Duncan, and his wife Olive 

(née Gill), taken on their wedding day 
in May 1916.  According to the clues 
on his uniform, Edgar was a Lance 

Corporal in the York’s and Lancs 
Regiment.  I have limited knowledge 
of WW1 uniforms, but apart from 
this he has a long service stripe which 

which suggests that he may have a 
regular soldier for a number of years. 

     It is probable that Edgar had a 
close relationship with other Duncan’s 

who also served on the York’s and 

Lancs, notably Reginald Leslie Duncan 
who died on the first day of the 

Battle of the Somme in 1916, as 

well as his brother Horace Duncan. 

     I have sent this information to 

Jon Cooksey, a professional genealogist 
who is the author of many books 

relating to WW1, in the hope he 

may be able to advise me about 
Edgar's uniform insignia.  Unfortunately 

Edgar does not appear in Jon's 

highly illustrated and excellent book 

about the Barnsley Pals. 

     I hope this information is of  
interest? 

Richard Ellis 

Member 322 
 

Edgar Duncan and Olive Gill   
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 atal Explosion of Dynamite 

Yesterday morning a fatal    

explosion of dynamite occurred at 

the Monkton Main Colliery, which is 

being sunk on the estate of Lady 

Galway, near Roystone, about six 

miles from Barnsley.  It appears 

that dynamite had been used for 

blasting purposes in the sinking 

operations.  About ten minutes past 

five o’clock in the morning the 

banksman, Charles GELDER wanted 

a bucket, which had contained   

dynamite, for some purpose.  To his 

thinking he had cleared it of the 

explosive.  There still, however,  

remained some dirt, etc, in the     

bottom, and he incautiously threw 

the contents into a fire which was 

burning on the pit hill in a shaving 

dish.  The result was that a terrific 

explosion occurred, which blew him 

some distance, tore his clothing to 

shreds, and partly disembowelled 

him, ripping his body open.  He was 

put into a cart, with a view to taking 

him to Beckett’s Dispensary and 

Hospital, but he died on the way.  

Deceased leaves a widow and four 

children.1 

 he Royal Titles Bill 

A numerously-attended meeting 

was held on Tuesday night, at 

the rooms of the Barnsley Working 

Men’s Liberal Association, under the 

presidency of Mr. WILKINSON, for 

considering the above bill.  The  

following resolution was passed 

unanimously, and it was ordered to 

be forwarded to A. J. MUNDELLA, 

Esq., for presentation to the House 

of Commons: 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAID 

“That this meeting observes with 

regret and indignation that her  

Majesty’s Government propose to 

associate the title Empress of India 

with the time-honoured name of 

Queen; and further learns that a 

resolution is to be brought before 

the House of Commons for a humble 

address to her Majesty, praying her 

not to assume the aforesaid title of 

Empress of India, and they pray the 

House will pass such resolution.”2 

 bituary of Mr. C. Wemyss 

We regret to have to announce 

the death of Mr. Charles WEMYSS, 

of Cawthorne, the indefatigable 
agent to the Cannon Hall and   

Horsforth estates belonging to Col. 

W. S. Stanhope, C. B., of Cannon 
Hall, which occurred unexpectedly 

on Saturday evening, at the age of 

65 years.  The deceased gentleman, 
who was of Scots origin, has been 

connected with the Horsforth and 

Cannon Hall estates for half a    
century, and was well known not 

only in Leeds but throughout   

Yorkshire.  Mr. Wemyss was an  
active worker in connection with 

the Penistone Agricultural Show and 

many other local institutions.  He 
was a member of the Penistone 

Board of Guardians, and at the time 

of his death was junior vice-
chairman of the Board.  The funeral 

took place at the little churchyard, 

Cawthorne.3 

1  
The Sheffield Independent, 6th 

April 1876. 
2  The Sheffield Independent, 6th 

April 1876. 
3 Yorkshire Post and Leeds           
Intelligencer, 15th June 1891. 
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warm welcome Shirley, Harry, Diane, Sue, Judith and John to Barnsley 

Family History Society.  I hope that you will find your membership 

useful, enjoyable, rewarding and above all productive. 

     Mem. No. 

     1870 Ms. Shirley Sura 

Bingham  Barnsley   WRY ENG c. 1834-1928 

Bingham  Bradford   WRY ENG      c. 1929-1959 

Fisher  Barnsley   WRY ENG      c. 1868 

Granger  Northamptonshire  NTH ENG c. 1793-1971 

Hall   Barnsley   WRY ENG Post  1872 

Mitchell  Cornwall   CON ENG Pre.  1885 

Reynolds  Cornwall   CON ENG Post  1866 

Royston  Barnsley   WRY ENG c. 1834-1888 

     1871 Mr. Harry Turton 

Rothery  Crigglestone   WRY ENG  1828-1898 

South  Dearne   WRY ENG  1864-2018 

Turton  Ackworth   WRY ENG  1825-1879 

     1872 Miss. Diane Batty 

     1873 Miss. Sue Pain 

Fothergill  Cudworth   WRY ENG c. 1909-1950 

Fothergill  Derby    DBY ENG  1850-1885 

Fothergill  Grimethorpe  WRY ENG  1900-1950 

Fothergill  Shafton   WRY ENG c. 1909-1745 

Fothergill  Wakefield   WRY ENG   1800-1850 

Fothergill  Worsbrough Dale  WRY ENG   1875-1919 

Hardesty  Barnsley area  WRY ENG   1750-1830 

Simpson  Barnsley area  WRY ENG c. 1800-1830 

Simpson  Worsbrough Dale  WRY ENG c. 1830-1919 

NEW MEMBERS  

MEMBERSHIP SECTION  
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MEMBERS’ INTERESTS: UPDATE  

ALLEN; BALL; BARACLOUGH; BARRACLOUGH; BINGHAM; BOOTH; BOURNE; BOWLER; 
BRETNER; BRITNER; BROOK; BURDEN; CHARLESWORTH; CLOUGH; COLLINS; CONOLLY; 
CROOK; CUTTELL; DALES; DALTON; DEAN; DICKINSON; DYSON; ELEY; EVANS; EXLEY; 
FEARNLEY; FISHER; FOTHERGILL; GILLESPIE; GRANGER; GUEST; HALL; HARDESTY; 
HEELEY; HEPWORTH; IRVING; JUBB; KELLY; LINDLEY; LINGWOOD; MARSHALL; MASON; 
MCQUILLAN; MITCHELL; MOODY; NEWTON; NICHOLSON; OLDROYD; PETTY; PLATTS; 
REYNOLDS; RICHARDS; RICHARDSON; ROTHERY; ROYSTON; SANDERSON; SENIOR; 
SEWLEY; SIMPSON; SMEDLEY; SMITH; SOUTH; TALBOT; TAYLOR; TENNANT; TOWNEND; 
TOWNSEND; TURTON; VICKERMAN; WILSON; WORTLEY; WROE. 

WEBSITE SURNAME INTERESTS: NEW ADDITIONS 

     1874 Mrs. Judith Hancox 

Tennant  Barnsley   WRY ENG  1900-2018 

Tennant  Harrogate   WRY ENG  1900-2018 

Tennant  Knaresborough  WRY ENG  1900-2018 

     1875 Mr. John Grant 

Sewley  Barnsley   WRY ENG  1891-1911 

Wortley  Barnsley   WRY ENG  1891-1911 

     I would like details of neighbours of the Wortley's at Lord Street,        

Pontefract Road, Hoyle Mill.  I need to find out if the church nearby to Lord 

Street may have been their 'local' church.  Basically I’m trying to track 

down my great Grandfather William Wortley’s record of death.  

MEMBER CONTACT DETAILS: UPDATE  

     Mem. No. 

       163 Dr. Tony Smith 

   

 

     1857 Mrs. Maureen Mitchell 

Vickerman  Barnsley area  WRY ENG  1600-2000 

Elaine Jackson 
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Forthcoming items in the January Journal: 

Filicide at the Norman Inn, Monk Bretton: The Deed and Inquest; 

What the Papers Said; 

Timeline January to March 1919. 

                    Barnsley  

Family History Society 

PONDER FOR A MOMENT! 

Would I like to help fellow 

members of  Barnsley FHS? 

IF YOUR ANSWER IS, 
YES, I WOULD! 

Then, why not join the Barnsley 
FHS committee, where your 

skills can be put to good use. 

For more information about 
joining the committee, please  

e-mail, Margaret: 

secretary@barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

WHO WILL BE PLEASED TO 

HEAR FROM YOU. 

Experience Barnsley Discovery Centre 
(Archives & Local Studies) 
Town Hall 
Church Street 
Barnsley 
S70 2TA  

: 01226 773950 

E-mail:  archives@barnsley.gov.uk 

Opening hours 

   Monday  10.00am-4.00pm 

   Tuesday  10.00am-6.30pm 

   Wednesday  10.00am-4.00pm 

   Thursday  10.00am-4.00pm 

   Friday   10.00am-4.00pm 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018
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October 1 In the Middle East, Damascus is captured by Australian troops 
and Arab fighters.  

October 2 A military representative sent by Ludendorff to Berlin informs 
the legislature the war is lost and that armistice discussions 

should begin immediately. The German politicians are 

shocked by the news.  

October 4 President Woodrow Wilson receives a request from the German 
government, sent via the Swiss, asking for armistice talks.   

The Germans have bypassed the French and British in the 

hope of negotiating with Wilson who they perceive as more 
lenient. They are disappointed, however, when Wilson       

responds with a list of demands as a prelude to discussions 

including German withdrawal from all occupied territories and 

a total halt of U-Boat attacks.  

October 5 The Allies break through the last remnants of the Hindenburg Line.  

October 7 Poland, formerly part of the Russian Empire, proclaims itself 
an independent state. 

October 8 The British 3rd and 4th Armies take 8,000 German prisoners 
while advancing toward Cambrai and LeCateau.  

October 13 The Germans engage in a general retreat along a 60-mile  
portion of the Western Front in France stretching from St. 

Quentin southward to the Argonne Forest, as French and 

American armies steadily advance. 

October 14 Germans abandon positions along the Belgian coast and 
northern most France as the British and Belgians steadily advance. 

October 23 Under pressure from the British and French, President Wilson 

informs the German government that armistice negotiations 

cannot ensue with the current military or Imperial war leaders 

still in place. The armistice negotiations are conducted in the 
first instance by civilian members of Germany's government.   

October 24 The Allies cross the Piave River to push the Austrians out of 
Italy as seven Italian armies, incorporating British, French and 

American divisions, attack the four remaining Austro-

Hungarian armies from the Trentino westward to the Gulf of 
Venice. In its final battle of the war, the Austro-Hungarian 

Army sees 30,000 soldiers killed and over 400,000 taken prisoner.  

October 29 The Czechs declare their independence from Austria. Two 
days later, Slovakia declares independence from Hungary. 

Czechoslovakia is subsequently formed.  

TIMELINE 1st OCTOBER 1918 TO 31st DECEMBER 1918 
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November 1 Belgrade is liberated by French and Serbian troops. 

After briefly pausing to regroup and resupply, Allied    

armies resume their eastward march as the U. S. 1st 

Army and newly formed U. S. 2nd Army attack remaining 
German positions along the Meuse River near southern 

Belgium, while the Belgians and British move toward 

Ghent and Mons in Belgium.  

Battle of Valenciennes, closing phase of the Hundred 

Days Offensive.  

November 3 Mutiny in the German Navy at the ports of Kiel and     
Wilhelmshaven as sailors refuse orders to put to sea to 

engage in a final colossal battle with the British Navy.  

The extent of the unrest stuns German leaders, and even 
the Allies, who fear Germany might now succumb to a 

violent Bolshevist revolution in the manner of Russia. This 

brings a stark urgency to the armistice negotiations. 

The only remaining ally of Germany, Austria-Hungary, 

signs an armistice with Italy, leaving Germany alone in 

the war.  

November 4 Second Battle of Guise, a phase of the Battle of Sambre.  

Battle of Thierache, a phase of the Battle of Sambre.  

November 5 The Germans are informed by President Wilson that    
armistice discussions can begin, but that an armistice 

must be secured through France's Marshal Foch, the   

Allied Supreme Commander. 

November 6 Advance to the Meuse was a major part of the final Allied 
offensive of World War I that stretched along the entire 

Western Front.   

November 8 At Compiègne, France, six representatives of the German 
government, with Matthias Erzberger as spokesman, are 

presented with armistice terms by Marshal  Ferdinand 

Foch.  The terms include immediate German evacuation 
of all occupied territory, an Allied occupation of Germany 

west of the Rhine River, surrender of weaponry including 

all submarines and battleships, and indefinite continuation of 
the naval blockade. 

November 9 The Kaiser's Imperial government collapses in ruin as a 
German republic is proclaimed with Friedrich Ebert heading 
the new provisional government. Kaiser Wilhelm then 
seeks refuge in Holland amid concerns for his safety after 

his generals warn him they may not be able to           
adequately protect him from the volatile situation in Germany. 
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November 11 At 5:10am, in a railway car at Compiègne, France, the 
Germans sign the Armistice which is effective at 11am 
“the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month.”  Fighting continues all along the Western Front 

until precisely 11 o'clock, with 2,000 casualties recorded 
on that day by all sides. Artillery barrages also erupt as 
11am draws near, with soldiers yearning to claim they 
fired the very last shot in the war. 

The terms included the cessation of hostilities, the     
withdrawal of German forces to behind the Rhine, Allied 
occupation of the Rhineland and bridgeheads further east, 

the preservation of infrastructure, the surrender of      
aircraft, warships, and military material, the release of 
Allied prisoners of war and interned civilians, and eventual 
reparations. No release of German prisoners and no     
relaxation of the naval blockade of Germany was agreed to.  

November 12 A final action occurs as Germans in Africa under the   
command of the elusive General Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck 

encounter British troops in Northern Rhodesia, where news 

of the Armistice had not reached the Germans. 

Austria proclaimed a republic. 

November 14 Czechoslovakia is proclaimed a republic.  German U-boats 
are interned. Three days after the armistice, fighting ends in 

the East African theatre when General von Lettow-Vorbeck 

agrees a cease-fire on hearing of Germany's surrender. 

November 18 Alexander Kolchak seizes control of the Provisional All-
Russian Government in a coup. 

November 21 Germany's Hochseeflotte (High Seas Fleet formed in 1907, 
by changing its name from the Home Fleet - the battle 

fleet of the German Imperial Navy - surrendered to the 

United Kingdom. 

November 22 The Germans evacuate Luxembourg. 

November 25 Eleven days after agreeing a cease-fire, General von Lettow-
Vorbeck formally surrenders his undefeated army at Abercorn 

in present-day Zambia. 

November 27 The Germans evacuate Belgium. 

November First Spanish Flu cases in Spain, where reports on the  
disease are published freely due to the lack of wartime 

censorship.  

December 1 Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes proclaimed. 
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MY MICKLETHWAITE: ONE NAME STUDY 

  started family history about  
fifteen years ago and quickly ran 

into a problem trying to find the 

parents of my great-great-great 
grandfather, John Micklethwaite, 

born about 1805 in Huddersfield.  I 

thought I might be able to pin him 
down if I traced other John      

Micklethwaites in the area. Gradually, 

the area of research expanded and 
I now have a worldwide One Name 

Study of Micklethwaites.  However, 

I still don’t know John’s parents! 

     Barnsley figures prominently in 

the Study for a couple of reasons.  
Firstly, as far as I know, most of 

the Micklethwaite branches originate 

from the Barnsley area.  I’ll return 
to this shortly. Secondly, Barnsley’s 

industries, mining in particular, 

have attracted both local and more 
distant families to the area, including 

Micklethwaites. 

     The surname Micklethwaite is 

locative.  In other words, the people 

who first took the name were “de 
Micklethwaite” meaning they were 

from the settlement of that name.  

The name is Old Norse, derived 
from Mykkel (meaning large) and 

Tveit (meaning clearing or settlement).  

My research suggests that most 
Micklethwaite branches come from 

the Barnsley area, which means they 

are probably from the Micklethwaite 
settlement now known as Banks Hall, 

between Cawthorne and Silkstone.  

There are other settlements of that 

name: one in Cumbria, west of Carlisle; 

one near Bingley near Bradford; 

another across the River Wharfe from 
Wetherby.  There were other places 

called Micklethwaite too but, like Banks 

Hall, they have lost their original name. 

     There are several Micklethwaites 
(or variants) mentioned in the 1379 

Poll Tax returns, as well as others 

in deeds in Gunthwaite and      
Dodworth but the first well-

documented branch is that of Richard 

Micklethwait, a yeoman of Ingbirch-
worth, who died in 1544.  That 

branch has been extensively      

researched.  It includes the Ardsley 
branch who held Ardsley House 

(sadly recently demolished) as well 

as the Rev. William Micklethwait 
mentioned in a previous issue of the 

Journal.  This branch uses the name 

without the final ‘e’; other branches 
mainly keep the ‘e’ with the two   

notable exceptions discussed below. 

     At Easter 1831, Willoughby 
Micklethwaite left The Bay Horse 

Inn at Great Heck near Selby and 

emigrated with his family to the 

USA where he became known as 

Willoughby Mickelwait.  A descendant 

of this branch has tested with Y-
DNA and shows a close match with 

a descendant of Richard of        

Ingbirchworth.  As Willoughby’s 
ancestor, also called Richard, came 

from Cawthorne, a link seems likely 

but a paper trail for it has not been 
uncovered yet.  This is also true for 

a branch descended from James of 

Worsborough, some of whom are 
mentioned in documents from the 

Ingbirchworth branch, but there are 

no living male descendants who 

could test their Y-DNA. 

     There are five other branches 

whose earliest ancestors come from 
Penistone, another from Silkstone 

and another from Emley.  Three 

apparently unconnected branches 

originate in Mirfield but some links  
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have been discovered between  
Mirfield and Penistone which     

suggest they may also be local to 

the Barnsley area.  

     Other Micklethwaites have   

emigrated all over the world: North 
America, Africa, Australasia - and 

London!  One branch there, perhaps 

unable to pronounce the name in 
the local dialect, became known as 

Micklewhite and a descendant is 

actor Sir Michael Caine, born    

Maurice Joseph Micklewhite. 

     There are more branches whose 
ancestors were located further to 

the east but it is known that some 

of the above branches had members 
who migrated east.  The origin of 

these eastern braches is therefore 

uncertain.  Did they originate from 
the Cawthorne area or from one of 

the other Micklethwaite locations, 

such as Wetherby? 

     In all there are more than 

twenty branches which have been 
researched.  I am still searching for 

ways to link them together but  

untapped documentary evidence is 
getting harder to come by.  I have 

tried Y-DNA testing.  Six of us have 

had Y-DNA tests.  Two, as mentioned 

above, match but the other four are 

all different.  This is causing me to 

rethink.  My original supposition 
was that one or maybe a couple of 

families might have moved away 

from the Micklethwaite settlement 
to become known by the surname 

“de Micklethwaite.”  However, I am 

wondering whether there was a 
larger exodus from the settlement for 

some reason, maybe issues concerned 

with the Black Death or a landlord 
who eliminated the settlement to en- 

large his estate.  More research into 

the history of Banks Hall is needed. 

     A One Name Study involves  
collecting every bit of data you can 

about a name.  Most people interpret 

it as meaning a surname, but it is 
interesting to look at the use of the 

surname as a forename.  For example, 

I have both Micklethwaite Ellis and 
Ellis Micklethwaite in my collection!  

To register the Study with the Guild 

of One Name Studies, you must be 
prepared to collect data worldwide 

and answer all queries.  Having  

collected the data, you can then 
link individuals into families and link 

families into branches.  The advantage 

to the family historian of someone 

doing this is that you can easily find 

out whether the John Micklethwaite 

(or whoever you are researching) 
actually belongs to a different family.  

Too many published trees (you 

know where I mean!) appear to 
adopt too easily the first or the 

most glamorous choice.  

     Many Guild members run activities 
associated with the name.  For   
example, I have a large website; I 
publish an occasional newsletter 
with matters relating to the Study; 
I have created a (closed) Facebook 

group for a similar use, but it can 
be used to help collaborative     

research; I also have a Y-DNA project.  
A few years ago, I organised a few 
meetings for interested Micklethwaites, 
held of course in Barnsley.  Barnsley 
FHS members who may have   

Micklethwaite ancestors or interests 
are welcome to join in any of these 
activities. 

     Please contact the Journal editor 
if you wish to contact Andy with your 
queries about Micklethwaites. 

Andy Micklethwaite 
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 he article on Ardsley House 

(Domus Historiae 7/18) was of 

particular interest since I had    

tentative associations with the 

House and several generations of 

Galleys, who had lived close by, 

and have just been compiling notes 

and photos of Ardsley and Stairfoot 

for my children. 

     In 2016, my mother, Edna Galley 

(née Hesford) died at the age of 99 

and was cremated at Ardsley. After 

the service, I parked at the foot of 

the driveway to Ardsley House and 

was able to show my son and my 

daughter how the village looked 

when I knew it in the 50s and 60s 

with the help of various photos  

included in the books by Tony 

Heald and Michael Chance.1 I left 

Barnsley in 1968 after my first   

University and my children only 

knew the town from visits to their 

grandparents, but eventually became 

quite interested in the old village. 

Accordingly, I compiled a series of 

notes and ‘before and after’ photo-

graphs of Ardsley as I had known 

it. For all those involved in family 

history research or those who    

descendants they believe may take 

up such an occupation, I strongly 

recommend compiling such records 

since the lament of many such   

researchers is invariably, “I wish I 

had asked the questions when 

there still was time.” However, I 

digress. 

     Opposite the end of the drive-

way was Quaker Lane, previously a 

rough track leading up to Mucky Lane 

(splendid name), but now gentrified 

ARDSLEY, ARDSLEY HOUSE AND THE GALLEYS 

with a proper roadway and modern 

housing. Some 100 yards up the lane 

to the right was a large allotment, 

worked by my grandfather, a large 

plot hidden from view behind tall 

hedges and a tall gate. I was told 

that the resident at the House    

actually sent my grandfather to 

study gardening for the house and 

that he became a rose grower of 

some repute, but I cannot now  

corroborate that. Directly to the left 

of Quaker Lane was Laughton’s 

Yard, which opened directly on to 

what is now Doncaster Road but 

previously known as Church Street 

before the ‘improvements’ to the 

village were undertaken. In       

correspondence with Michael 

Chance, who had replied to a question 

I posed in an earlier copy of Domus 

Historiae, I received from him a 

photo of Laughton’s Yard, which is 

shown below and on a visit to 

Barnsley earlier in the year, found a 

fine glossy print of the photo in the 

extensive collection of photos at the 

Old Barnsley stall in the market. 

     Round three sides of the yard 

were just five houses, all showing 

distinct architectural styles.  Number 

1, on the left, was an old weaver’s 

cottage; the half timbered house 

(number 3) was, I believe, a former 

farm house and the two houses on 

the right, numbers 4 and 5, were 

part of a three story building. The 

square house in the centre was 

number 2, and that was where my 

father, his siblings and parents lived 

and various other Galleys beforehand  
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The house consisted of just a single 

room downstairs, with a large iron 

fireplace and oven, a shallow stone 

sink with a cold water tap in the far 

corner and a single, central gas 

light. I was told that a stream ran 

through the cellar. The site is now 

occupied by the Oz Hair Salon. 

     The building opposite the yard 

included numbers 10-16 Church 

Street (now Doncaster Road), to 

the left of which was the ruins of a 

former blacksmith’s shop and to the 

right, a flight of stone stairs, which 

led up to a residence at the back, 

where one of my father’s elder 

brothers, Cyril Galley, lived with his 

wife Winnie (née Winnifred Hewitt) 

at number 3, Little Hill. Although 

those houses have since been    

replaced, the lower remnants of the 

stairs can still be seen behind a 

new stone wall.  Cyril and Winnie 

moved to become live-in caretakers  

at Ardsley House at a time when 

the property was occupied by the 

National Coal Board, who used it as 

offices for the Number 6 Area until 

the late 1960s.  I used to roam 

around the grounds of the house 

when visiting Uncle Cyril and my 

grandparents across the road with 

my father at a time when we lived 

in Kendray. I later used to deliver 

Christmas mail to the house as a 

part-time job when I was home 

from University in the 60s, before 

the house was sold to Forestdale 

Hotels Limited for conversion to a 

three star hotel. References to the 

Micklethwaits and Ardsley appear in 

The History of Ardsley2 and more 

fully in the report Ardsley House 

Hotel Barnsley South Yorkshire, 

Archaeological Assessment and 

Building Appraisal, April 2016,3   

prepared by Wessex Archaeology, 

Sheffield, prior to the hotel’s demolition.   

Laughton’s Yard, off Church Street, Ardsley 

© Barnsley Family History Society 2018



32 

  Volume 26 Number 4 October 2018 

     Incidentally, I learned only   

recently that the whole of the area 

occupied by the large Kendray   

estate was previously part of Ardsley, 

shown as large open fields on the 

Ordnance Survey map of 1904. This 

finally explained why the cemetery, 

where my brother lies, at the edge 

of the estate and at the top end of 

Hunningley Lane is known as Ardsley 

Cemetery (as distinct from Ardsley 

Churchyard). 

     Ardsley House was never a 

listed building, although it was a 

central feature of the village and I 

was saddened to learn of its demolition. 

It did, however, survive rather 

longer than many of the old buildings in 

the village, which were demolished (at 

some effort, I believe) in the 1950s 

and 60s as part of a slum clearance 

and road-widening scheme originally 

floated in the 1930s but delayed by 

the Second World War.  Little now 

remains of the old village as I    

remember it, apart from the church 

and the adjacent National School. 

In the churchyard lie the remains of 

Galleys from an uncle and my    

paternal grandparents to a great 

granduncle and his family,4 whilst 

in the grounds of the crematorium 

are the remains of my parents and 

Uncle Cyril and Aunt Winnie. It is    

particularly pleasing that my father’s 

ashes lie almost in sight of the area 

and the house of which he was so 

fond and to which he returned so 

often after leaving the village. Most 

of the old village has now gone, but 

the Galleys remain. 

Michael Galley 

REFERENCE 

1  Heald T., 1982. Ardsley in Times Past. Chorley, Countryside Publications. 

   Heald T., Chance M. 1987. Ardsley and Stairfoot in Times Past. Chorley, Countryside Publications.   

   Heald T., Chance M. 2008. Ardsley and Stairfoot Revisited. Southborough, The Ink Pot. 

2  Chance M., 2010 The History of Ardsley. www.ardsleyresidents.com/ardsley-history.html 

3  www.application.barnsley.gov.uk/ 

4  The pink headstone at the top of the steps up to the church commemorate the deaths of my 

   great granduncle George Galley, his wife, son and daughter, all of whom died between the 

   years 1873 and 1898. 

Now it’s your turn.  Everyone has a story to tell! 

If you’ve enjoyed reading the articles in this issue, why not write a 

piece for a future issue of the journal?  Please contact the editor:  

editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk   

who will offer any assistance, or encouragement you might need.  

Remember, every journey starts with the first step. 
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and became a farming community 

with the Birkinshaw and Jebson 

families living there.  By 1935 the 

hall had become unsafe because of 

mining subsidence. Demolition was 

begun by Herbert Beevers, a joiner, 

in return for the timber. Some older 

Gawber residents can remember 

the hall in its partly demolished 

state. Work was completed by 

1947. The demolition revealed the 

beautiful timber framework of the 

building held in position by wooden 

pegs and not nails. 

 lthough now no trace remains, 

Gawber Hall once stood on the 

playing field off Wood View Lane at 

Gawber. A building had stood there 

from at least the 13th-century but 

over the centuries it was improved 

and added to. Alice Chauncy and 

Agnes de Galbergh are the earliest 

people that we have associated 

with the hall and considerable    

improvements were made by Ralph 

Jenkinson in the 16th-century.  The 

hall passed by marriage to the Barber 

family and by the 1730s William 

Thorp was living there. He had 

moved from Houghton in Castleford 

parish and in 1734 he married  

Martha Woodcock, daughter of  

Thomas Woodcock tenant farmer at 

the Hall and his wife Ester (Drury).  

He built the glassmaking cone 

nearby and established a business 

producing quality glass.  The    

business ceased in 1821 and the 

hall was sold.  It was divided into two  

GAWBER HALL AND GLASSHOUSE 

Gawber Hall 
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 nce again I ask members to 

supply material for Domus 

Historiae.  Without your input, 

however small, it becomes       

increasingly difficult to sustain 

the quality I aim to achieve. 

Editor 

     The illustration is taken from a 

set of information boards produced 

by members of Gawber History 

Group for their open evening. It 

was held in the Community Hall 

next to St Thomas’ Church on    

Friday 9th December 2016.  It’s 

hoped to arrange for the boards to 

be on display in Gawber Primary 

school so that all the children can 

see them.  

     There was an historic moment 

in Gawber on Friday 17th March 

2017-the Mayor Linda Burgess   

unveiled a blue plaque close to the 

site of the Gawber Glasshouse on 

Redcliffe Close in company with 

pupils from Year 6 at Gawber     

Primary School with their teachers 

and members of Gawber History 

Group.  

     Nothing shows above ground 

but Denis Ashurst in the 1960's  

revealed the foundations of a    

classic British glassmaking cone 

which must have looked much like 

the one at Catcliffe near Rotherham 

which was built shortly afterwards 

in 1740. 

     Gawber glasshouse produced 

glass between c1735 and 1821. 

After making different kinds of glass  

in its early life, it specialized in fine 

“black” bottles, recognized as being 

of good quality from three sources 

at the end of the 18th century. We 

have evidence from the Darton  

Parish Registers of 38 glassmakers 

from 27 families in the life of the 

works and mostly they lived in 

Gawber Hall hamlet. It was        

developed by William Thorp of 

Gawber Hall working with his 

nephew Paul Tate, William Morton 

(possibly descended from Frances 

Morton, glassmaker at Silkstone 

who died in 1732) and William 

Green. Descendants of glassmakers 

William Thorp, Joseph Wroe and 

William and Joseph Jephson are 

currently involved in Gawber      

History Group. There could have 

been other glassmakers who did 

not have a birth, marriage or death 

recorded in the register at the time 

of their working at Gawber Hall. 

The painting of a glassmaker was 

by Maureen Wilkinson 2016 and the 

drawing of glassmakers was by Fred 

Thompson 2016.  The excavations 

had also revealed that there had 

been a furnace working there     

before the cone was built in 1735, 

possibly at the end of the 17th-

century and into the 18th-century 

and perhaps linked to Silkstone. 

Hugh Polehampton 
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GLASSMAKERS: DARTON PARISH REGISTERS 1735-1821 
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Baptisms  

Barnsley Ebenezer  

Methodist New Connexion 1862-1973  

Barnsley St. George 1832-1844  

Barnsley St. Mary              1813-1837  

Barnsley Wesleyan           1839-1910  

Bretton Chapelry 1813-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints          1800-1844  

Darton All Saints                1813-1822  

Royston St. John  1813-1831  

Silkstone All Saints  1813-1840  

Wentworth Wesleyan  1849-1980  

Wortley St. Leonard  1813-1856 

Marriages  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1837  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1837  

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1837  

Darton All Saints  1813-1822  

Penistone St. John  1800-1837  

Royston St. John  1799-1837  

Silkstone All Saints  1800-1837 

Burials  

Barnsley St. George  1832-1850  

Barnsley St. Mary  1800-1840  

Bretton Chapelry 1800-1840 

Cawthorne All Saints  1800-1845  

Darton All Saints  1800-1845  

Denby Chapelry 1800-1856 

Dodworth St. John  1848-1934  

Hoyland Nether St. Peter  1813-1861  

Penistone St. John   1800-1856  

Royston St. John  1800-1837  

Silkstone All Saints   1800-1840  

Tankersley St. Peter  1813-1858  

Worsbrough St. Thomas  1859-1903  

Wortley St. Leonard  1800-1854 

National Probate Calendars /  

Wills Index 1858 to 1943  

Please give full name and year of death. 

Because wills were not always proved 

immediately we will search up to three 

years after the death.  

National Burial Index; Third Edition  

England & Wales. Please give full name, 

year -range and county if known.  

Soldiers who died in the Great War  

Please give full name and age if known.  

1851 Census, Barnsley Area  

Please give surname and forename(s) if 

known and age. Or request all 
occurrences of a given surname.  

1891 Census, Barnsley  

Please give surname and approximate 

age. 1891 Search results supplied as 

copy of enumeration page. 

For searches or enquiries please contact:  

Elaine LEWIS 

  e-Mail: search@barnsleyfhs.co.uk  

If applying by post please enclose  

a large SAE 

If applicable please include your 

membership number.  

The Society is offering all its members six free searches during the year. You don‘t 

have to use them all at once, they can be spread out over the year. Arrangements 

for non-members remain the same.                                                 Elaine LEWIS 

SEARCH SERVICES 
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October 16th 
GUEST SPEAKER 
Jackie Depelle: The 1911 and other census. 

November 20th 
GUEST SPEAKER 
Richard Wimpenny: Passchendaele (Suffering in 
                                 the mud)  

November 30th DEADLINE for articles for the January Journal. 

December 18th 
WINTER RECESS 

No meeting. 

BARNSLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

     Domus Historiae is the official journal of the Barnsley Family History      
Society, published in January, April, July and October of each year. 

Please send material for the January 2019 issue to the Editor: 

e-mail: editor@barnsleyfhs.co.uk by 30th November. 

     Copyright clearance is the contributor’s responsibility and you must ensure 
that written and illustrative material does not breach copyright and that all 
sources are correctly acknowledged.  The Society accepts no responsibility for 
the views expressed in the articles published.  The right to final editing lies 
with the Journal Editor. 

     Meetings of the Society are held at Buckley Street Methodist Church Hall, 
Union Court, Barnsley. S70 1JN on the 3rd Tuesday of each month from 7.30 to 
0.30pm.  There is no meeting in December.  Free parking is available and 
there is full wheelchair access.  The venue is within easy reach of Barnsley 
town centre. 

For more information visit the website at:  www.barnsleyfhs.co.uk 

DIARY DATES 

Copyright © 2018 Barnsley Family History Society. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction of any 

part of this publication is not permitted without the prior written permission of the editor. 

A Very Merry Christmas  
and a 

 Prosperous New Year 
 to you. 
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Beever Street, Gawber 
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