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PRINCE GEORGE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

EXECUTIVE 
President: Nadine Nicholson   Vice President: Karen Snodgrass 
Secretary: Elexi Rivera   Treasurer: Carol Anderson  
Membership:  Judy Johnson 
 
COMMITTEES & VOLUNTEER LIST 
Librarian: Nadine Nicholson, Barbara Fairservice 
Newsletter: Elma Barnes 
Phoning:  Phyllis Bernard, Yvonne Gremaud 
Program: Executive 
Cemetery Project Coordinator:  Karen Snodgrass 
Research Coordinator:  Sharon Dow   gsdow@shaw.ca 
Directors at Large Brenda Davis & Phyllis Bernard  
 

 
WEBPAGE ADDRESS: www.pggenealogy.ca 
The PGGS webpage is your page!  Alysson Lindemann has created this web page.  Please look it over and make any 
updates on your name and interests as well as any features you think would be of interest. 
 
MEETINGS:  Our General Meeting is held on the third Tuesday of each month at St. Giles Presbyterian Church, 
1500 Edmonton Street, Prince George, BC    Library open at 6:30 pm.  Meeting begins at 7:30 pm.  No meetings 
during July and August.  Visitors welcome! 
Executive meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at the St. Giles Presbyterian Church.  
All members are welcome.  Membership dues are:  $25 and $30 for a family membership. 
NEWSLETTER:  Items of genealogical interest to BC and Canada preferred.  Submissions from members are 

welcome; share your successes, brick walls, photos, etc.  Four newsletters per year:  March, June, September and 

December.  Material in this newsletter may be reprinted unless otherwise noted.  Please give credit to the 

original source.  Every effort has been made to provide accurate information.  PGGS cannot be responsible for 

errors or omissions. 

Please submit material via email to:  barnesde332@gmail.com 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE -  4180 5th Avenue, Prince George, BC 
Phone Heather Marks @ 250 562-1680   
 or Ken Royston @ 250 964-3336 to confirm appointment during the summer 
 
 
 

  

http://www.pggenealogy.ca/
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Maureen’s Musings 
I have been concentrating my research lately on a cousin who was christened Augustus Matthew 

Gliddon.   He was born August 4, 1863 at St. Martin’s, Guernsey and died Aug 21, 1924 in Room 556 at 

the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco, where he was a permanent resident.  He led a fascinating and well-

documented life but I have never been able to find an obituary. I have doing research to write a 

biography. There is so much information available on him that it has become an almost overwhelming 

task. 

This information is primarily in online newspapers which I have found on the following websites:   

 https://fultonsearch.org/– This is an updated version of the Old Fulton NY Post Cards and is much easier 

to search and to use.  It is mostly old newspapers from the state of New York. 

 https://www.newspapers.com/– This website can be included with subscriptions to Ancestry.com.  I 

love that my clippings can be saved on the site, show up when I do a Google Search and can be saved to 

Ancestry.   

 https://www.genealogybank.com/– This is exclusively US newspapers from 1690 on.  I have found many 

newspapers not available on other websites. 

A. M. Gliddon was a prolific speaker, writer and traveler.  He had many articles and speeches published 

in various newspapers and his comings and goings were widely reported.  He wrote under A.M. Gliddon, 

Rev. A.M. Gliddon and De Putron Gliddon. He was also a great promoter. 

The Fort George Herald, of South Fort George, BC reported in its edition of September 19, 1914 on Page 

3, under the headline, “Western Canada’s Marvelous Growth” that Mr. de Putron Gliddon had written 

to various Boards of Trade of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, stating that he had 

arranged with the owners and manager of the Hotel Virginia, Long Beach, California, for the 

establishment of a Canadian Room, and asked that brochures, pictures and literature be made available 

for display or distribution to make these provinces more well known.  http://pgnewspapers.pgpl.ca/ 

Now, if only I could remember how I found that article.  I knew I was surprised to find a cousin from that 

time period mentioned in a Prince George newspaper.  Perhaps I did it after I discovered the article on 

Page 27 of the Vancouver Daily World of June 30, 1917 under the headline Capital Flow Will Continue 

when he was interviewed at the Hotel Vancouver.   

I am now looking forward even more to my trip to Colorado in September where A.M Gliddon was 

involved with Mining (Cripple Creek) and was part owner of the Denver Times. 

I highly recommend newspaper searches for genealogical information.  I had no idea that this cousin 

who lived with my second great grandmother, Rebecca Elizabeth (Gliddon) Edwards in 1882 in 

Rochester, NY was such an important man and I bet you never heard of him either. 

Have a great summer. 

Maureen 

https://fultonsearch.org/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.genealogybank.com/
http://pgnewspapers.pgpl.ca/
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PGGS – WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

June 18th, 2019 was our regular meeting.  However, this was the 40th anniversary of the Prince George 

Genealogical Society.  In June we always have a special social evening with stories, a show and tell of our 

favorite family treasures and of course lots of sweet and savory treats brought by our members.   

Carol Andersen brought her grandmother’s coffee grinder.  This grinder came from Australia and has 

travelled with Carol and family to England, to Toronto Canada and now to Prince George, BC.  It reminds 

Carol of her grandmother and the smell of freshly made coffee.  Carol spent a lot of time as a young girl 

with her grandmother. 

Similar, but not exactly the same 

Maureen McGee brought glass plate photos that had been in her mother’s possession for many years.  

Maureen looked up on the internet how these were processed into photos.  But you will have to browse 

the internet to find out more about the process. 

 

Photographic plates preceded photographic film as a capture medium in photography. The light-

sensitive emulsion of silver salts was coated on a glass plate, typically thinner than common 

window glass, instead of a clear plastic film. 

 

Elma Barnes brought a Swedish copper tea kettle.  It is believed that her grandmother brought it from 

Finland in 1905 when she came to North America.  As many Scandinavians did, they resided in Wisconsin 

before travelling west and making their new home in Mission, British Columbia.

 

Now for the best part.  Veggies, cakes, cookies, yummy chocolate, tea, coffee and lemonade. 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER – SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER!! 
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The Williamson Diary 

Submitted by Linda Williams with permission of the Whonnock Community Association 

 As amateur genealogists we all have a finite amount of time to devote to our family history 

research.  Jobs, families and friends all fill our time with responsibilities.  Often, we are lured by the 

promise of quick results by web sites such as Ancestry and Family Search then have faced the frustration 

of misinformation, brick walls or inaccurate research done by others.  Over the years through my own 

research I have found the sometimes information happens for the strangest reasons and in unexpected 

places.  Such as the case of my discovery of the Williamson Diary written by my 2xgreat grandfather, 

John Williamson. 

 One summer my husband and I were invited to the wedding of a nephew in Whonnock, BC.  

What do you do in Whonnock when not at a wedding?  The internet and Google to the rescue.  Up 

popped the Whonnock Community Association’s web page, http://www.whonnock.ca.  Being the 

curious historian, I quickly abandoned by first purpose and was lost in the history of Whonnock and 

surrounding area in a few clicks of the mouse.  Scrolling through the many articles written about the 

area and early families I found listed under Whonnock Notes the Williason Diary, not 1 but 2 versions.  I 

had heard stories that my paternal great grandmother (Mary Henderson Williamson) had spent time in 

Whonnock as a child but no other facts.  What were the odds there was a family connection?  It turned 

out the odds were in my favor, there in black and white was a diry written by Mary Henerson’s future 

father-in-law from November 12, 1896 to December 20, 1897.  I was so excited to read about a branch 

of my family that previously I knew very little about.  Not only was it an interesting read about my family 

but it was an insight into early fire on the Fraser River.  The diary helped to add a better understanding 

of who these family members were and not just names and dates on a page.  The two versions contain 

different information the first Whonnock 1897, John Williamson’s Diary has a great introduction, the 

second Williamson’s Diary Revisited contains photos from the York family including the only photo of my 

2xgreat grandfather John Williamson and his daughter Elizabeth York and her family that I have.   

 I want to thank Fred Braches, editor of the diaries for sending me hard copies and for giving me 

permission for the diary to be republished in 1our newsletter.  I am very grateful that the family of 

Albert York took the time to transcribe the original diary, for its safe keeping all these years and for 

generously sharing it with us. 

My Williamson Family Tree 

John Williamson 

John A. Williamson +         Mary Henderson 

Eva Annie Williamson    + Charles Webb Burt 

      Charles Wesley Burt         +      Helen Diane Solomon 

Linda Burt Williams 

http://www.whonnock.ca/
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Where to Get the Whonnock Notes 

Sue Schulze has a stock of all issue of the Whonnock Notes handy at the Whonnock Post Office. 

If you are not planning to come to Whonnock, and want to buy copies of these or previous Whonnock 

Notes, please contact Fred Braches, PO Box 130;, Whonnock, BC  V2W 1V9, Phone (604) 462-8942, E-

mail: braches@netcom.ca 

 

Excerpts from the diary: 

1896 

November, Thursday 12th Rain. 
A washout on the C.P.C east of Ruby Creek.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Heavenly places in Christ according as he has chosen us in 

him being the foundation of the world. 

November, Wednesday 18. Snow 
Very cold last night. A little snow this morning. No train coming from the East yet. Mr. York walked to 
the Mission today with a Toronto drummer, a Mr. Stewart, James Cromarty came home last night with 
some rich looking ore. He got it at Stave Lake. Swede Johnson came home from the Neil Cameron fishing 
syndicate. They did not fish any.  The weather was stormy and the ship sprung a leak. They had to run 
into Vancouver instead of going to Plumper Pass. (The waterway between Saturna and Pender Islands.) 
 

Tuesday, March 30, 1897.  8 degrees of frost this morning Very fine weather all day. Messrs York, John 

A. and the two young Englishmen Bros. went by boat to Mr. McDonough. They left their boat and 

walked up to the Grey Eagle mine, put in a good blast and got down more.  Mr. York paid for my free 

Miners Certificate $5.00 No. 94780, valid for one year. 

Tuesday, June 15th 1897. Rain all night.  Mr. Ross the surveyor and his men are waiting at Whonnock to 

go to Kamloops to survey for the Government. Charles Cook and young Parker are engaged to go with 

the party Mr. York is going to Victoria to attend the Masonic Grand Lodge, the Lodge pays expenses. 

John A. cut my hair today. It is a good cut. He did not cut a bit out of my ear. 

Thursday Nov. 5th 1897. It rained all day and it is likely to rain all night.  Mr. York went to Vancouver by 

rail this afternoon.  John A. is shoeing the sleigh with vine maple getting ready to haul cord wood from 

Mr. Cook’s. The roads are very bad in some parts, the rain has made them so soft. 

Monday December 20th 1897.  Cloudy. Mount Baker covered in clouds, a red streak all around the 

horizon.  The old settlers say, when Mount Baker is covered with dark clouds, look for a storm. (Note by 

A.E. York: This is end of diary for 1897, but there are also daily entries covering events from Nov. 12th 

1896 to Dec. 31st 1897)  

mailto:braches@netcom.ca
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PRINCE GEORGE – 100 YEARS AGO 

Browsing the Prince George Citizen Archives provides many stories of events and people.  Consider this 

web site for ancestors in Prince George. 

June 25, 1919 issue of Prince George Citizen 

Returned Soldiers 

Few Canadian soldiers have seen longer service against the Jun “over there” than E.H. Burden, an early 

day land surveyor in this district and nephew of F. P. Burden of Fort George.  Enlisting early in 1915 in 

the C.M.R, “Ernie” went through all the desperate battles of the early days.  He received a shrapnel 

wound in the foot at Ypres and for a time it appeared probable that he would lose the member.  Good 

surgical work was responsible for the almost complete restoration of the injury and he was transferred 

to the flying corps.  When the armistice was signed he had practically completed the course of aerial 

training and was ready for his commission.  Mr. Burden has resumed his profession of land surveyor and 

is at present employed by the Dominion Government of the Hazelton district. 

Another early resident of this district returning from overseas this week is George Roussell, late 

postmaster and merchant of Dewey.  He left here in 1916 and saw considerable active service and after 

the armistice was signed was with the Canadian Army of occupation in Germany.  He is returning to 

Dewey to resume business. 

July 3, 1919 

Among recent returned men is Frank Freeman, known to everyone hereabouts during the railway 

construction period as a riverman.  He was with the Inland Waterways Service and spent nearly two 

years in Mesopotamia.  The stories he tells of the heat of the country appear almost incredible. 

Local men who have recently returned are Spence Everett, Hugh Davidson and Frank Lipscomb.  These 

men have seen almost continuous service since the early days of the war.   All are in excellent health and 

glad to be back among old friends in Fort George. 

David Eaden, an old-timer in this district arrived last evening from Overseas.  When the war broke out 

he was a resident of Butte, Montana and immediately resigned a lucrative position, went to England and 

enlisted in the Inland Waterways service.  He is paying a short visit in connection with some property 

interest here before proceeding to rejoin his family in Butte. 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST IN THE July 3, 1919 issue of the Citizen 

The Princess Theatre was reopened on Monday and this week is showing first class pictures and 

vaudeville.  The vaudeville features are of a good class, the artists coming  

Rom a regular Vancouver booking house.  Under the progressive management of Johnson & Johnson the 

Princess will undoubtedly prove a most popular resort for entertainment.  
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DOMINION DAY CELEBRATION 

1919 

July 1st and 2nd 1919 

PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 

LIST OF EVENTS AND PRIZES 

Boxing and Wrestling 

Grand Ball July 1st 

Alex Moffatt, President 

 

 

Canada’s National Holiday Was Fittingly Celebrated 

Dominion Day was royally celebrated by the people of Prince George and district in the two full days of 

general hilarity and sporting events closing last evening.  The weather man turned on the finest brand of 

weather in his repertoire, the crowd was the largest seen here for many a day, the innumerable sporting 

and athletic events were keenly contested and everything passed of without an untoward incident. 

It has been estimated that over a thousand people from outside points were visitors in the city during 

the two days.  Hundreds of Indians with their families arrived on Saturday and Sunday and every 

camping spot in the city’s envious was aglow with the camp fires of the natives.  In the leading horse 

race events the Indians cleaned up all the premier purses, the excellence and speed of their mounts 

proving the surprise of the meet. 

The Auto Parade 

The celebration opened at 10:30 Tuesday morning with the auto parade headed by the “tank”, the entry 

of the G.W.V.A. for the float prize.  Mounted on an auto and as true to life as an artificial “tank” could 

be, it aroused great interest and much favorable comment.  (There were other “tanks” in evidence but 

they won no prizes.) 

The Girls’ Hospital Auxiliary float was a complete hospital ward with Ex-Aid Barney Keegan as patient, 

surrounded by a bevy of beautiful uniformed nurses, was one of the hits of the day.    Barney was the 

most envied man in the parade. 

The “Big Four” Railway Brotherhoods had Engineer Archie McMillan’s auto beautifully and wonderfully 

decorated and with a full train crew in charge.  Then followed a long line of other cars well decorated 

and the least noticeable of which was Ed Hall’s tractor hauling an enormous load of baled hay. 
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Prizes awarded for Children’s Races, Boxing and Wrestling.  One casualty, Norman Bennett, was 

thrown from his horse during the running of the cowboy race.  He struck his head and was 

rendered unconscious.  For a time it was feared that the young man might not regain 

consciousness, but later reports from the hospital were to the effect that he was rapidly 

recovering from the effects of the fall. 
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BRICK WALLS 

 

I am still looking for information about three Barnes boys.  They were born in Ponsonby, Quebec.  On 

September 2, 1875 a baptism ceremony was held at the St Jude’s Anglican Church in Montreal for the 

four oldest children of Edward William Barnes and Rebecca (Morris) Barnes.   

 William Whellam Barnes born 29 May 1867 

 Frederick Edward Barnes born 9 March 1871 – dies September 9th 1875 (4 ½ years old) 

 John Andrew Barnes born 17 August 1873 

 Jesse Angus Barnes born 28 July 1875 

 
One week after the baptism ceremony Frederick died.  He is buried at St Jude’s cemetery, Montreal, 

Quebec. 

Jesse Angus is recorded on 1881 census, but no mention of John Andrew. 

The records I have found are in the Drouin Collection. 

There was an epidemic of smallpox in March of 1885.  Could that have taken the lives of John Andrew 

and Jesse Angus Barnes?  But why have I not been able to find any records of their deaths or burials? 

I was more than surprised when I found that Edward and Rebecca Barnes named their son born 4 July 

1882 John Edward Barnes and their next son born 4 September 1885 Jesse Gordon Barnes.   

WHY would they use the first names of these missing children?  Therefore, they must have died before 

1882.   

Submitted by Elma Barnes 
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Prince George Exhibition Park will be alive with a midway, 4 H Club exhibits, Food Booths,  

Musical Entertainment, and the usual Fall Fair attractions. 

August 15 – 18, 2019 

Come out and support the BCNE 

August 15 is Seniors Day! 

That is the day the Prince George Genealogical Society 

Will have a booth  

Come and visit us!  

 

http://www.bcne.ca/
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HOW TO FIGURE A BIRTHDATE  
 

Remember this number: 8870  
 
This is the number to remember when you want to find the birth date of someone when you 
only have the date of death and age.  
Suppose the person d. May 6, 1889, at the age of 71 years, 7 months, 9 days.  

1. Write the year, month, day as: 18890506  

2. Subtract the age at death: 710709  

3. This gives the figure: 18179797  

4. Now subtract 8870  

5. The result is: 18170927  
 
Year 1817, 9th month (Sep), 27th day, or 27 Sep 1817  

Source: August 2011 WAGS Family Tales Vol. 31. 

 

   You have:  
 

2 parents  

4 grandparents  

8 great grandparents  

16 gg grandparents  

32 ggg grandparents  

64 gggg grandparents  

128 ggggg grandparents  

256 gggggg grandparents  

512 ggggggg grandparents  

1,024 gggggggg grandparents  

2,048 ggggggggg grandparents  

4,096 gggggggggg grandparents  

8,192 ggggggggggg grandparents  

16,184 gggggggggggg grandparents  

32,768 ggggggggggggg grandparents  

65,536 gggggggggggggg grandparents  

131,072 ggggggggggggggg grandparents  

262,144 gggggggggggggggg grandparents  

524,288 ggggggggggggggggg grandparents  

1,048,576 gggggggggggggggggg grandparents  

2,097,152 ggggggggggggggggggg grandparents  

 
  No wonder a genealogist's work is never done!  

 


